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Why do we need Wetopia?
Real change happens in cities, at the local level, in a specific context or place. Thats is why there is 
a need to improve democracy in cities, involving everyone.  

We are all "change makers", whether we are politicians, citizens, civil servants, entrepreneurs, 
scientists, artists, activists or urban planners. All roles are important towards real solutions.  

In many cities, there is a need to find new ways to fight segregation between people and places 
(e.g. in Marseille between north and south) and the unequal access to a healthy environment.  

There is a need for more “us” and “together”. For more “we”. To make people meet and talk 
again. Managing different ideological  and political views and staying connected is a real need 
today in every local society.  

And very important....There is so much knowledge, experience and creativity in our local 
society, we should make use of it as much as possible. 





20th century activism

21st century activism



Wetopia creates new alliances and more “us”.  

Wetopia creates a common space for collaboration. 

Wetopia can be planted in people's minds anywhere and on any subject. 

Wetopia always starts from the potential of the place. 

Wetopia is for committed people who take the initiative from their role. 

What is Wetopia?

©

REGENERATIVE DEVELOPMENT · 
Transforming the way humans inhabit 
the earth.



The power of “US” 

The power of “PLACE” 

The power of “DOING” 

Every Wetopia intervention uses these 3 superpowers: the power of “us”, the power of 
place and the power of doing. Where Wetopia emerges, different residents and users 
create new alliances and engage with the potential of the place, which no one knows better 
than themselves. 

3 superpowers for Wetopia



vocation/direction

instruments

ground goals

When will it be a success? 
- When we are able to build new alliances who 

inspire each other and others and provoke new 
possibles. 


- When we together discover new potential for 
places that speak to people and give them energy 
to work with these new roles. 


- When we have at least two new Wetopia 
interventions a year.


- When we see the Wetopia spirit become 
sustainable where we worked already (Cape Town, 
Marseille, Oostende,…)


- When we can grow the global Wetopia eco system, 
but even more connecting them. 

People, places, budget, communication, eco-system,… 
- A whole system approach

- Communities of practice

- Using cultural platforms to do interventions and bring Wetopia in. 

(Open Design, Manifesta, F/a, L’art Rue, LL Nairobi, Brussels 2030…)

- A diverse series of forms and projects such as workshops, learning 

programs, urban field trips, local interventions, an Wetopia tool,…

- Keeping the eco-system alive. Make it a global community. 

- Make new stories and tell the story, volunteer, talks, social media, 

exchanges, find new fans who want to collaborate. 

What do we want to put into the world? How do we stay on track? 
- Collective energy for more “us”. 

- New possibles and hope in local communities through new alliances 

and new roles for places, starting from it’s potential. 

- More thriving, caring and happy communities. 

Potential of more “US” 
1. significant challenges, opportunities 

and requirements in the greater 
whole.


2. In the light of these, what would be 
the potential value adding role for 
the proximate whole?


3. In order to take this role, what 
should the proximate whole 
become or develop?


Potential places, neigbourhoods 
1. What significant challenges, 

requirements and opportunities 
effect the proximate whole today.


2. In light of these, what could 
Wetopia distinctively contribute to 
the new ableness of the proximate 
whole. 


3. How would this contribution benefit 
Wetopia?  

Wetopia 
Democracy in cities


New Alliances to co-shape our local societies

Collective energy for more “us”.


Cities or places in cities, neighbourhoods in: 

Marseille, Cape Town, Oostende, Nairobi,…


PROJECT

PROXIMATE  
WHOLE

GREATER 
WHOLE

Why do we do it in the first place? Why do we want 
to do this project? 

- Need for “us”, for something together against 
polarisation, also with people we don’t know.


- Answer to the “topdown” in politics, culture, 
industries, urbanism, design,..


- Connecting likeminded people in a project or idea for 
more “us”

https://dwarsdenkers.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/wetopia-work.pdf


How do we do this?
our communities of practice and methodologies





Cape Town

Kensington
Langa













Khayelitsha
Salt River

Athlone
Langa

V&A Blue Collar
Zeitz community
Digital community
Museum Matrix



Marseille















Brussels

Marolles/Brigittines

PUBLICATION

https://dwarsdenkers.files.wordpress.com/2022/09/digitale_brochure-girls-make-the-city-1.pdf












Brussels

Molenbeek Ouest









Cape Town

Langa









Nairobi

Mathare











Oostende

Westerkwartier
Mariakerke

Vuurtorenwijk















INSERT 

presentation at festival 16/10



Tunis
Medina









Brussels
©Mona Chalabi



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CYxv78t_vU




Brussels





“Bijou de ville”

”trauma collectif”
résilience

New StreetArt

Brussels



Marseille / Rotterdam / Antwerpen



“You cannot make a profit in an area that is losing."



Marseille Wetopia fieldtrips
www.movingmarseille.com

http://www.movingmarseille.com




our columns

Columns about Wetopians (in Dutch for Sampol).

Wetopians

https://www.sampol.be/auteur/joke-quintens


our video 2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xa5RhqMDTpQ


1000 + participating wetopians
100 + new alliances

100 + community gatherings with 65 workshops
50 + communities*

25 neighbourhoods
7 cities

6 countries
2 continents

25 (cultural) partners
5000 + direct audience

* We worked with citizens, politicians, civil servants, entrepreneurs, activists, artists, designers, 
students, scientists, children, architects, social workers, developers, cultural workers, prisoners, 
teachers, homeless, social tenants, girls, LGBTQ+ migrants, city makers, refugees, etc. 


Wetopia by Wetopia 5 years.



Talks & video



Wetopia for Climate Solutions at Innovate4Cities 2021

Wetopia session at ODA Global inspiration day 2020

Wetopia at Chaire Sociétés civiles, transitions urbaines et territoriales 
en Méditerranée 2021

Plenary at Innovate4Cities 2021 from min 55

Some recent talks about Wetopia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOlPGx_JZ0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B936rubQB_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1AJ1968oVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOPmD0XZhsI


Webinar cultural entrepreneurship ICHEC

No Nature-based solutions without Wetopia - Summit Connecting Nature Some recent talks about Wetopia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBO82P1oHBQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJ0rHVDsd6o


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAEJAMYABrI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUMQ9NJEyVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72kqiO0BGGc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRYE8eOFQRw


info 
Joke Quintens 
joke.quintens@icloud.com 
+32 474 97 62 72 
@jokequintens 
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